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institute a vigorous campaign and drive the French
out of Saigon itself.

It had now become clear that nothing less than
forcible measures would convince the fossilised man-
darins of the Yamen.   The French proceeded, there-
fore, to bombard Foochow, destroying a large number
of Chinese war-junks in the river Min? and to blockade
Formosa.    But at this stage Li began to reap the
harvest of his bread upon the waters of conciliation.
After Foochow, M. Ferry refused to permit Admiral
Courbet to attack Port Arthur, lest in so doing he
should bring about the disgrace of " notre ami Li
Hung-chang."   The French Government had reached
a mood of hesitation of which Li took skilful advan-
tage, and this the more readily because he knew that
the Empress Dowager was becoming seriously per-
turbed at the heavy cost   of  the war, which was
rapidly draining her privy purse.   But for a while he
held his hand;  Sir Robert Hart was put forward to
negotiate through the Customs5 London   secretary
with M. Ferry in Paris.   Early in March the French
Government was glad to hear from Sir Robert Hart
that he had been authorised by a secret Decree to
discuss terms of peace, without reference either to
Li  Hung-chang  or  the  Chinese  Ministers  abroad.
Hart went so far as to request that Li should not be
informed of this special mission.   Three days later,
however, Li himself formally communicated to the
French Consul at Tientsin the fact that the Yamen
had invested Hart with full powers to negotiate !
As a matter of fact, Hart and Li were in close com-
munication  and  agreement  throughout,   but  both
were firm believers in the advantages to be gained
by the mystification and multiplication of negotiators.